Thirteen plant communities were recorded from Kotli hills during Monsoon, 2010 to see the present position of Pinus roxburghii. The data show that in six communities Pinus roxburghii was purely dominating while in two communities Pinus roxburghii occurs in association with Themeda anathera, Olea ferruginea and the remaining five communities were dominated by Adhatoda zeylanica, Acacia modesta, Olea ferruginea, Malvastrum coromendelianum, Lespedeza juncea, Brachiaria eruciformis and Themeda anathera. There were 97 plant species out of which 12 species were woody, 18 were shrubby and the remaining 67 were herbaceous. In the investigated area there was heavy deforestation and overgrazing.
Materials and methods
The area was divided in to thirteen stands on the basis of physiognomic characters. Quadrat method was used for vegetation sampling. Sampling was done in the month of Monsoon, 2010. The size of quadrat was 10 × 2m for trees, 5 × 2m for shrubs, 0.5m for herbs following Malik (2005) . Quadrats were laid systematically.
In each community five quadrats were laid for trees, ten for shrubs, and twenty for herbs. Total quadrats in all the communities were 455. Each species was recorded in different strata due to its habitat. The trees were counted and the circumference of each tree was resolute at breast height and converted into basal area following Cox (1967) , and Malik (2005) . Density, frequency and canopy cover thus measured were changed to the relative values. These three parameters were added together which gave importance value for each of the recorded species. The dominant species were used for naming the community (Curtis and McIntosh, 1950) .
The soil in each community was sampled upto depth of 15cm which was mixed to make composite. (Table 2) .
-Themeda-Pinus-Olea community

-Pinus community-I
This community harboured at height of 1090m from Paghwar Morah hills. The soil of this community was loamy with acidic pH, 1.5 µs/cm electrical conductivity, 37% saturation, 0.59% carbon, 1.01% O.M., 0.51% nitrogen and 40ppm potassium ( Table 2 ). Soil of this community was had loamy texture with slight acidic pH. The electrical conductivity was 1.4
-Pinus community-III
µs/cm, saturation 38%, carbon 0.64%, O.M high, nitrogen 0.55 % and potassium was 48ppm (Table 2) . were Myrsine africana, Dicliptera roxburghiana and Micromeria biflora. 23 species were recorded as rare.
Soil was loamy with slight acidic pH. The soil saturation was 41%, electrical conductivity 1.8 µs/cm, carbon 0.75%, O.M 1.29%, nitrogen 0.65 % and potassium was 136ppm ( Table 2 ).
-Dicliptera community
This community was established in Pir Lasoora hills at an altitude of 1500m. The dominant species in this stand was Dicliptera roxburghiana with the importance value of 52.88. The co-dominants were Rhus cotinus and Oxalis corniculata. While Myrsine africana, Dodonaea viscosa, Galium elegans, Micromeria biflora, Themeda anathera were the associated components of this community. 20 species were recorded as rare.
Soil of this community was of clay loam texture with basic pH. Soil saturation was 58%, electrical conductivity 4.0µs/cm, carbon 1.42%, O.M very high, nitrogen 1.22 % and potassium was 160ppm (Table 2) .
-Pinus community-V
This community was harboured at an elevation of 1620m from Pir-klinjer hill. In this community Pinus roxburghii was dominant with 81.74 importance value. Co-dominant species in this community were Berberis lycium and Myrsine africana. While Scutellaria linearis, Themeda anathera, Brachiaria eruciformis and Poa annua were associated species. 19 species were recorded as rare ( Table 2 ).
The soil of this community had clay loam texture with basic pH. The saturation of the soil was 46%, electrical conductivity 1.2 µs/cm, carbon 0.91%, O.M high, nitrogen 0.79 % and potassium was 86ppm (Table   2 ).
-Pinus community-VI
This community was reported from Pir-Klinjer hill at an elevation of 1735m with the dominance of species were recorded as rare.
In this community soil was loamy with acidic pH. The soil saturation was 42%, electrical conductivity 1.1 µs/cm, carbon 0.62%, O.M 1.07%, nitrogen 0.54 % and potassium was 142ppm (Table 2) .
-Rubus-Quercus-Pinus community
Rubus-Quercus-Pinus community was recorded from Pir-klinjer hill at an altitude of 1860m. The dominant species of Rubus, Quercus and Pinus had importance values of 46.97, 35.22 and 27.50 respectively.
The co-dominant species were Indigofera heterantha and Oxalis corniculata. The associated components of this community were Prunella vulgaris and Galium elegans and Brachiaria eruciformis.
The soil of this community had clay loam texture with basic pH. The soil saturation was 48%, electrical conductivity 1.1µs/cm, carbon 1.14%, O.M high, nitrogen 0.98% and potassium was 148ppm ( Table 2) .
Discussion
The present finding shows that the condition of the investigated area is of scrub vegetation which was due to soil erosion, deforestation and over grazing. Looking at the tree strata Pinus roxburghii occurred in 10 stands, while Olea ferruginea and Punica granatum were dominant in eight stands, while shrub species such as Pinus roxburghii and Olea ferruginea were the only tree species which were dominant in stands 9-10.
The remaining woody species did not occupy important status as these species were present with low importance values. The vegetational differences occurred due to human factor and not due to edaphic factor. In most of the communities soil erosion has exposed the soil at most localities. Hussain (1981) , Malik (1986 Malik ( , 2005 reported the similar finding in Kotli and Bagh Hills respectively. 
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